
END WAS UNEXPECTED 
HUGH LaMASTER EXPIRED SUDDENLY AT HOME IN LINCOLN. 
 
Born at Nebraska City and Early Life 
Spent Here—Practiced Law 
in Tecumseh. 
 
The people of Tecumseh and vicinity were distressed to learn that Hugh LaMaster, for 
years a resident of this city and neighborhood, had died suddenly at his home in Lincoln, 
at about 10:00 o'clock, Saturday morning June 18, 1938. He had been in failing health for 
some time, had been in a hospital, but has continued in his law practice. Just a few days 
before death Mr. LaMaster had paid Tecumseh a business visit, and he stated that his 
health was miserable. He was aged sixty-seven years. 
 
Mr. LaMaster was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph LaMaster, and he was born at Nebraska 
City. The family resided three miles north of Tecumseh for a number of years. The 
deceased was a graduate of the Nebraska state university law department, and from the 
law college of Columbia university. He practiced law in Tecumseh for a number of years, 
going to Lincoln in 1918, to become deputy attorney general, assigned to the railway 
commission. This post he held for eighteen years, through changing administrations, 
representing Nebraska before the interstate commerce commission and United States 
supreme court in Washington many times. He was an authority on railroad rate making 
and regulation. Mr. LaMaster resigned his position in 1934 to become democratic 
candidate for a place on the railway commission. 
 
Mr. LaMaster was married at Boston in 1903 to Inez Holmes of Monmouth, Me., who 
survives him with their five children: Catherine Eckrich, wife of Jerome Eckrich of 
Aberdeen, S. D.; Josephine Aitken, wife of Philip Aitken of Lincoln; Joseph E. LaMaster 
of Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y.; Lewis Marsden LaMaster of Houston, Texas, and 
Hugh LaMaster Jr., at home. There are five grandchildren. He was the last of his 
immediate family. The late Mrs. W. A. Apperson was a sister. 
 
Mr. LaMaster had practiced law in Lincoln the past four years. He was a captain in the 
Second Nebraska regiment during the Spanish-American war, and was a member of the 
United Spanish War Veterans. In university he was affiliated with Beta Theta Pi. He 
belonged to two discussion groups, Candle Light and Knife and Fork. He was a member 
of Nebraska and Lancaster County Bar Associations. The many friends of the departed 
and his family grieve at his death and extend sympathy to the sorrowing ones. 
 
There was a large attendance at the funeral, which was held at the Aitken home in 
Lincoln, Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 o'clock. Rev. W. M. Spence read the scripture; Rev. 
Glen E. Millard offered prayer and the sermon was by Rev. Alfred J. Johnson. Members 
of the State Bar Association, the Lancaster County Bar Association and the Johnson 
County Bar Association at-tended. The floral offerings were numerous and very 
beautiful. At the conclusion of the funeral a cortege was formed which proceeded to the 
Tecumseh cemetery, where the interment was made in the family lot. A brief service was 



held at the grave at 4:00 o'clock, friends from here gathering for the same. J. B. Douglas 
Sr., Oscar Douglas and John Long of Tecumseh were pallbearers. 


